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which sleeping on a bed of stone would seein to
imply.
In the route between Jerusalem and St. Elias,
other sacred spots were pointed out; but I was
more particularly struck with the appearance of
several small and detached square towers in the
midst of vine-lands, said by our guide to be used *
as watch-towers, from which watchmen looked
out to guard the produce of the lands themselves,
even in the present day. This may explain, I
think, the use and intention of that mentioned
in the gospel: " A certain man ' planted a vine-
yard, and set an hedge about it, and digged a
place for the wine-fat, and built a tower, and let
it out to husbandmen, and went into a far
country/* *
From the Convent of St. Elias, we descended
into the Valley of Rephaim, mentioned by
Josephus, and celebrated as the theatre of
David's victories orver the Philistine^ f Like
aM the country about Jerusalem, it is stony, and
scantily fiirnished with patches of light red soil,
In the way, on the right, at a little distance
from the road, is shown the reputed tomb of
Rachel, which we turned off to enter. This may
be near the spot of Rachel's interment, as it is
not far from Ephrath, and may correspond well
'enough with the place assigned for her sepul-
* St. Marl;, xii. 1.             i Antiq. Jud. lib, iv. rlmp. 10,